
Stawell Primary School 
Fortnightly Newsletter 

2024 TERM 1 
WEEK 7 

Monday 11th Mar 
Labour Day — Pupil Free 
Day 
Thursday 14th Mar 
Canteen Open 
Friday 15th Mar 
Canteen Open 

WEEK 8 
Monday 18th Mar 
School Photo Day 
Tuesday 19th Mar 
Harmony Day—Dress in 
Orange 
Thursday 21st Mar 
Maths Olympics 
Canteen Open 
Friday 22nd Mar 
Pupil Free Day — Teacher 
training 

WEEK 9 
Tuesday 26th Mar 
Easter Egg Hunt and Hat 
Parade 
Thursday 28th Mar 
Canteen Open 
Friday 29th Mar 
Pupil Free Day — Good  
Friday 

2024 TERM 1 
WEEK 1 

Thursday 18th Apr 

Canteen Open 

Friday 19th Apr 

Canteen Open 

WEEK 2 
Thursday 25th Apr 

Pupil Free Day—ANZAC 
DAY 

Friday 26th Apr 

Canteen Open 

FRIDAY 8th MARCH, 2024 

Friday 8th March 2024 

 

Dear Stawell Primary School Community, 

As we roll into a long weekend, we would love to share 

the wonderful things that have been happening around 

the school. Today we hosted the teaching staff from 

Portland Primary School. The staff with their principal 

Steph Carter were eager to come into our classrooms, 

to observe how students learn literacy. Being an exem-

plar school in literacy we are proud to share the deliberate efforts we have 

made collec vely to enhance our understandings and bring new skills into a 

structured literacy block. 

Volunteers needed: 

If you are able and willing to support some of the programs, we have at 

school we would love you to pop your name down at the office for any of the 

following:  

School Canteen (Thursday and Friday) 
Breakfast Club (Tues – Friday) 
Parents and Friends 
School Council members 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews: 

It was wonderful to see many parents invest me with their child’s classroom 

teachers this week during parent teacher interviews. Staff were excited to 

share the new learning goals for each student. These goals will be used to 

help students learn and grow in the classroom both academically and  

socially, progressing towards their next learning outcome. Thank you to all 

families who par cipated in the evenings, it is wonderful we have such 

strong home and school partnership here at 502. 



  

School furniture update: 

You may have no ced a designated space beside the HOL shed on Ord Street which 

has had some furniture popped outside. This furniture is up for grabs, we are receiving 

new furniture on the 22nd of March and are needing to clean out some of the excess 

furniture. If you are interested in grabbing any furniture, please do. Ideally, this would 

be best done not during pick up me to avoid excess traffic. If you know of any 

spor ng groups that may be interested in some furniture, please get in contact with 

the Office. 

 

A endance update: 

We have received an update from the Educa on Department regarding a endance 

coding. If families are planning on holidaying during the school term, a conversa on 

with the principal/classroom teacher around the development of a Student Absence 

Learning Plan is recommended for an approved absence. This may include students 

keeping a diary or comple ng alterna ve work during the holidays. Please see below 

further informa on regarding updated categories of a endance: 

Parent Choice School Approved 

The parent has provided a reason (that is not a health, religious/cultural observance, 

or family holiday-related) and has sought and received approval from the principal. 

Includes special circumstances, unavoidable causes, unforeseen circumstances, 
and an ill family member. 

Student is a household contact of a person with COVID, is testing negative, but is 
kept away from school as a precaution. 

 

Parent Choice Unauthorised (Unexcused) 

The parent has provided a reason for absence (e.g., shopping, visiting friends), but  

the school does not consider this a reasonable excuse. 

Parent is concerned about COVID exposure at school and decides to keep the  
student at home. 

Approval has not been sought in advance or in accordance with school policy. 

Conditions of approval have not been met (e.g., Student Absence Learning Plan  
for a family holiday not completed). 

 

Extended Family Holidays 

The parent has no fied the school, agreed to a Student Absence Learning Plan,  

and the principal has agreed.  For example:  

Student is travelling with their family to see parts of the UK. 

Student is visi ng rela ves in India with their family. 



NAPLAN 

Over the next couple of weeks NAPLAN will be running at the school. This is an  

important me for students to be assessed in their numeracy and literacy capabili es. 

As we know this is one test, taken at one moment in me for your child, in Grades 3 

and 5. At Stawell Primary School we use a range of assessments to give a clear  

indica on on how your child is growing and progressing in all areas of their learning. 

Our assessment schedule is constantly updated and administered to track your child’s 

progress throughout the year. Although the data that is extracted from NAPLAN is 

useful at mes, at Stawell Primary School we have a balanced approach to our  

assessments. 

 

School Photo Day 

On Monday 18th March, students will par cipate in school photos. We look forward to 

capturing your child on this day, to look back on in years to come. 

 

Pupil Free Day Friday 22nd March 2024. 

Our final day of our 2-year learning journey with Berry Street Educa on Model will be 

on Friday 22nd of March. This includes 115 other school staff from our local area. We 

are excited to explore the final chapter and begin implemen ng the wellbeing  

strategies at the school. Thank you to all parents for making this possible.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to our school community. 

 

Warm regards, 

Russell Marland 

Principal, Stawell Primary School 



Hello everyone, 
 

Easter was fast approaching when the Northern 
Grampians Shire Council contacted 502 to see if we 
would be interested in creating 5 fabulous (a huge) 
Easter Eggs as part Stawell’s Easter celebrations.  
 

After a complex selection process four teams were 
chosen to decorate an egg each, the fifth one to be 
gold. Here are our fabulous teams with their nearly 
completed eggs.  
 

Be sure to have a look 
around town to see if 
you can find the  
completed eggs.  
         

 





Term 1 Reminders 
Water Bottles:- Please ensure that your child brings a drink 
bottle to school each day. Refill taps are located around the 
school for drink bottles to be refilled.  

 
Hats:- Just a reminder that hats are to be worn outside at all 
times during Term 4 and Term 1.  
If you require a new hat they can be purchased from the Front    
Office or on QKR for $10.  
 
Illness:- If your child is feeling unwell please keep them at home.  
 
Absences and XUNO:- Please complete any unexplained ab-
sences  
for your child via XUNO.        
 Please log into XUNO 
 Click on Attendance 
 Click on Important/Absence that require an explanation 
 Enter a valid reason for your Childs absence  
 
XUNO Calendar:- Don’t forget to check out the Xuno calendar for  
upcoming events. 
 
XUNO:- Please check your Xuno for our latest newsletters, updates and  
messages from your teachers. If you have any issues with Xuno or need help, 
please contact the Office on 5358 1255 

QKR APP 

If you are using the Qkr App for ordering students lunches, could 

you please ensure you update your students current year level and 

room number, instruc ons below : 

1. Sign into the Qkr App 

2. Select Stawell Primary School Profile 

3. Select Manage Children – update details 



 STAWELL SCHOOLS COUNTRY BUSES                      

INFORMATION 

If your child/ren were travelling this last year as an 

approved traveller/s and wish to  

con nue to travel in 2024, you must log into the 

School Bus Management System and  

select: ‘Renew Applica on’ for your child/ren. 

To renew your 2024 travel, please go to :h ps://
studen ravelassistance.educa onapps.vic.gov.au/ 

 and complete your renewal. 

Term 1 Reminders 

Stawell Inter Church Council (welfare Co age)  

Do you or someone that you know need some help? 

 

If you need help with groceries and shopping  
vouchers go to ‐ 

The Co age 20 Sloane St Stawell.  Open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays between 10:30am and 
12:30pm.   

In out of hours emergencies ring 0408 038 949. 

 
If you need help with fresh fruit and vegetables go to ‐ 

Stawell Neighborhood House 42 Sloane St.  Open Mon‐
days – Fridays 9am ‐5pm. 

 

If you need help other than groceries and food, contact – 

Stawell St Vincent de Paul Society – 0437 344 324 and 
leave a message.  They will contact you within 24 hours. 

 

 

 

 

School Council Elec ons—We need new members 

 Do you have ideas that would benefit all our students and families? 

 Do you have special skills beyond that of teaching staff that can add to the     

future direc on of our school?  

 Would you like to be involved? 

Joining Stawell Primary School Council is easy.  If you are seriously considering  

joining us, or if you would like to find out more, please contact Russell Marland or 

any of our current School Councillors.  We would love to have you join our team! 

Self‐Nomina on forms are available at the General Office. 

Nomina ons Open: Monday 26th February 2024 @ 9.00am 

Nomina ons Close: Tuesday 12th March 2024 @ 4.00pm 



 

 

 

 

 

Stawell Primary School is commi ed to the safety and wellbeing of children and young 

people. Our school community recognizes the importance of, and a responsibility for, 

ensuring our school is a safe, suppor ve and enriching environment which respects and 

fosters the dignity and self-esteem of children and young people, and enables them to 

thrive in their learning and development.  

The Assistant Principal, Sco  Rathgeber, is the appointed lead Child Safety coordinator. 

 
Annual privacy reminder for our school community 
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal informa on for standard school 
func ons or where permi ed by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ 
Privacy Collec on No ce. Which can be found on our policies page on our website. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy, describes how we collect and use 
photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent 
is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. We ask parents to also review the 
guidance we provide on how we use [Microso  365/Google Workspace for Educa on] safely 
at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s informa on. If a er  
reviewing the guidance, you have any ques ons or concerns regarding your child using 
[Microso  365/Google Workspace for Educa on], please contact the school. For more  
informa on about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — informa on for parents. Which 
can be found on our website. This informa on is also available in ten community languages: 

* Amharic 
* Arabic 
* Dari 
* Gujara  
* Mandarin 
* Somali 
* Sudanese 
* Turkish 
* Urdu 
* Vietnamese 

Term 1 Reminders 







Easter Raffle 

EASTER DO NATIO N REQUEST 

We are seeking your support and asking our families to  

donate an Easter Egg, Easter Merchandise or Basket to be  

included in our Easter Raffle. These items can be le  at the 

Office. 

Raffle books have been sent home with the eldest child in the 

family. If you need more ckets, please call in to the Office. 

Sold or unsold books, along with payment will be due back to 

school on Monday March 25th. 

Please send your dona ons to the Office Prior to Monday 

25th March. 

Thank you for your support, we greatly appreciate it. 







Ritchies IGA 

If you want to nominate Stawell Primary School as your chosen  

community program to receive IGA points.  

We are listed as Stawell Primary School. 















WEEK MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

WEEK 7 Mar 11th 

Pupil Free Day  
Labour Day 

Mar 12th Mar 13th Mar 14th Mar 15th 

WEEK 8 Mar 18th 

School Photo 
Day 

Mar 19th 

Harmony Day—
Dress in  
Orange 

Grade 3 Gift 

Mar 20th Mar 21st 

Maths Olympics 

 

Mar 22nd 

Pupil Free 
Day—Teachers 
in training 

WEEK 9 Mar 25th Mar 26th 

Easter Egg 
Hunt and Hat 
Parade 

 

Pop 3:00-
3:20pm in at 
pick up 

 

Mar 27th Mar 28th 

End of Term 
Assembly 

Mar 29th 

Pupil Free Day 
Good Friday 

TERM 2 

WEEK 1 

Apr 15th Apr 16th Apr 17th Apr 18th Apr 19th 

WEEK 2 Apr 22nd Apr 23rd Apr 24th Apr 25th 

Pupil Free Day 

ANZAC DAY 

 

Apr 26th 

WEEK 3 Apr 29th Apr 30th May 1st 

SSC opening 
evening for  
current Grade 6 
students 

May 2nd May 3rd 

WEEK 4 May 6th May 7th May 8th May 9th May 10th 


